An update on acute kidney injury after cardiac surgery.
Renal dysfunction following cardiac surgery is well recognised and mainly is of ischaemic origin. The spectrum varies from subclinical injuryto established renal failure requiring renal replacement therapy. Depending on definitions, acute kidney injury (AKI) may occur in up to 30% of post cardiac surgery patients. A new grading system for renal dysfunction, based on three levels of plasma creatinine and urine output, as well as the use of biomarkers may help the early identification of patients at risk and thereby hopefully improve outcome. Despite therapeutic advances, the morbidity and mortality associated with AKI have not changed markedly in the last decade.